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sprinkled on them too, from a conch-shell. If the chief
mourner can afford it, a loin-cloth (with a red or a plain border,
but not an indigo one) is placed on each ball, if not, one long
white cotton thread is laid along them alL Sometimes, in-
stead of a loin-cloth, a rich man places a rupee on each ball;
in either case the money or the cloth goes to the family priest
or his deputy who is performing the Sraddha. Water is then
again poured from the conch-shell, and the fivefold worship
is offered to the balls, sesamum seeds being substituted for
rice when the Naivedya is offered to the balls, and five copper
coins being also given to each ball. The priest then recites
two different mantras, praying that the dead man's spirit
(preta) may be delivered from its disembodied state. The
balls and the rice that was placed on them are thrown into
a river, and, as before, the bundles of darbha-grass are un-
knotted, and they and the performer's grass ring are also flung
into the stream.
The son again bathes with five herbs on his head, puts on
$ fresh and absolutely new unwashed and untouched loin-cloth,
and wraps a smaller one round his shoulders. (These, being
pure, will afterwards be given to the priest,) He again smears
his forehead and ties his top-knot, and then comes back pure
to the place of the Sraddha, where, the Semi-pure Sraddha
being finished, he is now ready to perform the Pure Sraddha
which follows.
It is important to remember that during all these ceremonies
no iron may be brought near the place* We saw that the stools
had no screws, and the performer is also careful to see that
no one has anything like an iron key on his person, for that too
would frighten the spirits of ancestors (pitris) away*
Pure Sraddka (Uttama Soda&).
Still on this crowded eleventh day, and following the Semi-
pure Sraddha, comes the Pure Sraddha; but before it can be
begun, the son of the dead man must nuarry a male to a female
calf. Two calves, each about a year old, ought to be married,